Table 1 Regional characteristics of the fieldwork sites
	Fieldwork region
	Fieldwork sites 
	Geographic and socio-economic characteristics
	Local drugs market

	Krasnodar Territory
	Sochi

Belorechensk

Slaviansk na Kubani
	Lies in the North Caucasus federal district in the south of Russia.  The region borders the Black Sea and the city of Sochi is a centre for tourism and renowned as the summer playground of Russia’s ‘new rich’. It has a well developed cultural infrastructure including club scene with its attendant drugs market.
	The region is one of the three largest natural cannabis growing areas in the Russian Federation. Cannabis growing wild in the North Caucasus is noted for its high narcotic content and can be utilized for the production of marijuana, hashish and hashish oil (The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, 2003, p.12). Opium poppy cultivation and the use of poppy seeds for bakery products are also well-established practices.

	Samara region
	Tol’iatti 

Chapaevsk

Otradnoe
	Situated in the Volga federal district within the European part of Russia, this is a relatively prosperous region; the city’s regional centre (Samara) is one of Russia’s leading industrial and financial centres. The city of Tol’iatti  lies on the banks of the river Volga close to Samara and is a major industrial city focusing on chemical and machine-building enterprises as well as being home to the flagship ‘Avtovaz’ automobile plant.
	The region lies on a central crossroads for drug trafficking routes from Afghanistan to Western Europe. This is seen as the primary cause of the persistently high rates of drug use recorded in the region. By 2000 Samara region had the highest rate of registered drug addicts in Russia (Kramer,  2003, p. 14) and by 2002 Tol’iatti had a reported 1% HIV infection rate (Vishnevskii, 2002, p.84).

	Komi Republic 
	Vorkuta

Ukhta

Pechora
	Lies in the climatically harsh North-Western federal district of Russia and the city of Vorkuta is situated within the Arctic Circle. Komi is historically a ‘republic of prisons’ (Applebaum 2004, p.90) and all three fieldwork sites started life as prison camps whose inmates were used to exploit coal and oil deposits in the region. In the post-Soviet period Ukhta has flourished economically due to the expansion of its oil refining activities while Vorkuta’s mines have been gradually closed calling into doubt the city’s future viability. 
	Komi Republic is isolated from domestic cannabis and opium poppy cultivation areas in the South and the East of the country. Climatic conditions make domestic production of either impossible. The Republic is far removed from the main drug trafficking routes which also come from the South and our main fieldwork site (Vorkuta) is accessible only by air and rail. 



