
 
 
Figure 2. Broad comparison of taxonomic classifications by VSEARCH and our phylogeny-
aware method. Environmental queries are split into three sets depending on the level of 
similarity to the closest reference in the SILVA database. Stacked bars show percentages of 
taxonomic assignments to the same deep-branching lineage (green), different lineages (red; 
deemed as conflicting) and to higher ranks in the same taxonomic path (yellow).  
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